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Mission

The mission of the European SPES Institute is 

expressed in the keyword of SPES, being on the 

one hand an acronym for ‘SPirituality in 

Economics and Society’ and, on the other hand, 

the Latin word for Hope, the virtue that sustains

our belief in a better future.



Core belief

It is our belief that actors who are 

spiritually motivated and define success

in multidimensional and holistic terms 

may serve the common good of nature, 

future generations and society.



Spiritual-based Humanism



Conferences and Workshops



Virtues and Vices in Economics 

and Business 

Leuven, June 19 – 20, 2015



Management in the VUCA World: 

The Role of Spirituality

Amsterdam July 3-4, 2015



Gandhi, Spirituality and Corporate Social 

Responsibility

New Delhi, October 31, 2015 



Gross National Happiness 

Paro, Bhutan, November 4-6, 2015



Vulnerability and Gift in 

Economics and Business

April 22-23, 2016 

Loppiano (Florence)



Integral Ecology, Earth Spirituality 

and Economics” 

Bodo, Norway, May 27-29, 2016



European SPES workshop

on Leadership

Antwerp, December 17, 2016



Contemplative Science & Management

Budapest, May 19-21, 2017





Martin Luther’s Heritage in Modern 

Economics and Social Sciences

Rome, 15-16 Nov 2017



„The Will to Serve”

Inspiring Models of Servant Leadership & 

Social Entrepreneurship

Leuven, May 24-26, 2018





Franciscan Spirituality Today

Münster, March 29-31, 2019



Buddhist Values and Economics: 

Investing in a Sustainable Future

Hong Kong, April 13-14,  2019 



Spirituality in Society and the 

Professons

May 16-18, 2019, Waterford 



Hindu Ethos in Management:

Tribute to S.K. Chakraborty  

Bangalore, October 2-4, 2019 



The Ethos of Entrepreneurship 

and Spirituality 

Cluj-Napoca, October 26, 2019



Spirituality, Sustainability and 

Leadership

Chennai, June 22- 26, 2020



Humanities for Business 

Princeton, October 9, 2020



Publications













Business for Peace







: 

Luk Bouckaert:

Choosing Hope. 

How Spirituality Can 

Change the Economy. 

Garant, 2017




















